Application No. 10/618,590 
Preliminary Amendment 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 
Favorable consideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 106-118, 122-132, 136-144, 148-182 and 184-232 are currently pending in the 
present application, with Claims 119-121, 133-135, 145-147 and 183 cancelled, and Claims 
106, 127, 139, 151, 156, 157 and 179 amended by the present preliminary amendment. 

Claims 106-118, 122-132, 136-144, 148-182 and 184-232 were previously pending in 
now-abandoned parent Application Serial No. 09/83 1,345. In the Official Action of January 
15, 2003 issued for parent Application Serial No. 09/831,345, then pending Claims 121, 147, 
156, and 182 were indicated as containing allowable subject matter. In the present 
application, independent Claim 106 has been amended to include all of the contents of 
allowable Claim 121, independent Claims 127 and 139 have been amended to include all of 
the contents of allowable Claim 147, independent Claim 151 has been amended to include all 
of the contents of allowable Claim 156, and independent Claim 179 has been amended to 
include all of the contents of allowable Claim 183. Therefore, Applicants submit the 
inventions defined by independent Claims 106, 127, 139, 151, and 179, and all claims 
depending therefrom, are not anticipated and are not rendered obvious by the previously 
asserted prior art for at least the reasons stated noted in the previously identified Official 
Action of January 15, 2003. 
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Accordingly, examination on the merits of Claims 106-118, 122-132, 136-144, 148- 

182 and 184-232 is believed to be in order, and an early and favorable action on the merits is 

respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
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